
 

 

 
 

Colleagues in forensics, 

 

It is our pleasure to invite you to the inaugural DSR-TKA Online Forensics Festival (OFF)! The event 

will take place entirely online via YouTube and email! We know getting comments from judges at 

tournaments is a critical step to improving student learning and performances. But due to budget 

constraints, scheduling conflicts, and fatigue, traveling to tournaments can be a bit taxing. We are offering 

DSR-TKA members the opportunity to gain valuable feedback from qualified judges without squishing 

into a van, driving all day, and sleeping on a lumpy hotel mattress! 

 

The purpose of the OFF is to encourage quality forensic education through careful performance, feedback, 

and reflection. The OFF provides students to chance to receive detailed feedback from judges who have 

the time to reflect on their comments without being rushed by the time constraints of a live tournament.  

 

All 11 AFA-NIET events will be offered and students may submit entries in up to 6 categories. Entries to 

the OFF will be due February 9
th

 2015 at 5pm CST, which is when fees are due via online payment. On 

February 12
th

, video links and critique sheets will be emailed to judges who will send back the completed 

critique sheets by February 23
rd

 at 5pm CST. Payment of uncovered slot fees must be received by 

February 23
rd

. 

 

Since this is not a tournament, students cannot earn qualifications to national tournaments. However, 

recognition will be awarded to the top 10 students in each category; these will be announced via email and 

the DSR-TKA website. Awards will be determined by scores assigned by judges on their critique sheets. 

After the tournament, critique sheets will be emailed to each school so students may learn and grow as 

competitors.  

 

Please see below for the rules and procedures regarding entry, judging, and submission of event videos. If 

you have any questions, please contact us at dsr.tka2.0@gmail.com.We hope to see you all participate in 

the inaugural DSR-TKA Online Forensics Festival this spring! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ben Walker 

DSR-TKA President 

OFF Director  
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Rules and Procedures 

 

1) Eligibility: Only DSR-TKA members are eligible to participate in the OFF. Competitors must conform to the 

AFA-NIET rules regarding eligibility. Graduate Student participation is at the discretion of the tournament director 

and should be discussed with him/her prior to registration.  

 

2) Performance: Each entry must be a single-take video, with no editing or added effects. Rules concerning use of 

costuming, props, lighting, etc. fall under AFA-NIET guidelines. Basically, perform as you would at a tournament. 

Videos must be able to be uploaded via YouTube. 

 

3) Entries: All 11 AFA-NIET events will be offered and students may submit entries in up to 6 categories. AFA-

NIET rules should be followed for all events. For Impromptu Speaking, prep time should be shown as part of the 

recording. Each video will be reviewed by at least 2 judges.  

 

4) Submission: To submit your entries, please email a completed entry form in to dsr.tka2.0@gmail.com by 

February 9
th
 2015 at 5pm CST with each student’s name, events, and YouTube links to their recorded events. The 

description of the video on YouTube should include only the event (e.g., Informative, Prose) and competitor’s 

name (e.g., Jane Smith). Please do not include school, student bio, or piece information in the description. YouTube 

videos should be set as Unlisted or Public (not Private) to ensure our judges can view each submission. Videos may 

be removed or set to Private once the tournament has concluded and results are posted. Videos that are uploaded 

improperly and cannot be viewed will still be assessed an entry fee but will not receive feedback, so please ensure 

videos load and play properly before submission. Each team should also include a list of judges’ names and an 

email address in which to send them videos to review and critique sheets to fill out. Please see the entry form for 

further details. 

 

5) Fees: Festival fees are kept to a bare minimum to allow as many schools and students to participate as possible: 

$20 for each team. Each judge covers 10 online slots; uncovered slots are $3 each. Teams must pay assessed fees 

by February 9
th
 when registering, or critique sheets will not be returned and students from that team are ineligible to 

win awards. Payment should be via the PayPal link on the DSR-TKA website (Event page). If you are unable to 

pay this way, please contact the OFF Director and s/he will arrange a separate method of payment. Uncovered slot 

fees should be received by February 23
rd

 and paid via check to:  

 
Mike Edmonds 
Colorado College 
14 E Cache La Poudre 
Colorado Springs. C0 80903 
 

6) Judging: Each school must provide at least one judge. All judges will be emailed video links for competitors on 

February 12
th
, along with critique sheets. Each judge is expected to critique no more than 15 videos. Judges will 

provide feedback and rate each presentation on a scale of 100-50. Each video will be reviewed by at least 2 judges. 

Any technical problems will be handled on a case-by-case basis. See the OFF Critique Sheet for more information.  

 

7) Awards: The top 10 students from each category will be recognized and will be announced via email and the 

DSR-TKA website. Awards will be determined by cumulative scores assigned by judges on their critique sheets. 

Each video will be reviewed by at least 2 judges, with the average scores being used to determine placing in events 

and highest score being used as a tie-breaker. 
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